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What do you know about CLIL? 
 



Agree or disagree? 
1. CLIL means teaching a whole lesson in a foreign 

language. 

2. The ration of teaching in mother and foreign 
languages is strictly defined. 

3. CLIL lessons replace regular lessons of a foreign 
language. 

4.  CLIL means that a teacher of a foreign language 
teaches topics from other subjects in a foreign 
language. 

 



5. CLIL lessons should be taught by two teachers: a language 
teacher and a subject teacher. 

 

6. CLIL should be applied only by a teacher with an excellent 
proficiency in a foreign language. 

 

7. The only aim of CLIL is to improve foreign language 
proficiency of learners. 

 

8. If applying CLIL, the school needs to change it documents 
and teachers their methods of teaching. 

 



Outline 
1. CLIL = a type of bilingual education 

2. CLIL ↔ ESP, CCT, CBT 

3. CLIL at various levels and types of schools 

4. Methodological principles 

5. CLIL and communicative competence 

6. Problems and risks connected with CLIL 

7. Sources 



CLIL = a type of bilingual education 
 

Monolingualism ↔ Bilingualism 
(one language proficiency)   (proficiency in two languages) 

 

Monoligual education ↔Bilingual education  

 (dual instruction) 

 



Bilingual Education vs CLIL 
- teaching all or some subjects in two languages without 

paying direct attention to language development (foreign 

language acquisition, indirect learning).  

 

- In usual bilingual programmes: 100% of teaching time in 

the FL (the working language). 

- In CLIL: 5-50% of teaching time in the FL. 

 



Model activity 1: 
Fractions 



CLIL ↔ ESP, CCT, CBT 

CLIL is very close to:  

 Teaching English for Specific Purposes (ESP), 

 Cross-Curricular FLT,  

 and Content–based FLT. 

 

and in partial opposition to: 

 English for general purposes, 

 English as an academic subject. 



English for General Purposes  
- development of 4 skills, new vocabulary (both active 

and passive) + grammar knowledge. 

 

ESP 
- learning FL for a practical usage in a job, for a real 

life;  still a language-led approach. 

 

Cross-Curricular FLT (Content-Based FLT) 
- using content from other subjects of the curriculum in 

English lessons, 

- or teaching parts of other subjects in English.  

 

 



Model activity 2: 
A car components 



CLIL 
 teaching subjects such as math, geography, science, 

history, or music through a foreign language (a working 

language).  

 

 English is not the end product (a target language), unlike 

to teaching English as an academic subject). 

 

 English = a medium for learning new knowledge 

 The focus of the lesson is on the content.  

 



 Learners are involved in contextual tasks (the new 

content in the new language).  

 

 Learners use a foreign language in a meaningful 

communication (they don´t learn a foreign language just 

because of the language itself, but the main aim is to 

learn and say something new in a foreign language).  

 

Methodological principles 1  



Methodological principles 2 
 Students use a foreign language in natural 

communication situations (they really communicate in 

a concrete situation, they don´t use language in 

artificially created situations in the class).  

 

 Students concentrate more on the content they want to 

communicate about. It significantly decreases their fear 

of doing mistakes and their psychological barriers 

connected with a foreign language weaken.  

 



Methodological principles 3 

 Fluency over accuracy, knowledge over presentation 

skills. 

 

 Pragmatics of communication – “Learn what you need“. 

 

 CLIL asks for the involvement of different styles of 

learning (not only verbal). 

 

 Learners do not only communicate in a foreign language, 

they THINK in it! 

 



Methodological principles 4 

 Comprehensible input in L2 is crucial (both listening and 

reading) 

 

 Grammar is learnt implicitly (induction of grammar rules). 

 

 Grammar mistakes and errors do not need to be 

corrected directly. 

 

 Grammatical structures and cultural background of the 

language are of secondary importance.  

 

 



CLIL at various types of schools 

 very young learners: no CLIL; 

 young learners: very popular; 

 lower secondary education: very popular; 

 higher secondary education (secondary schools): 

- grammar schools: very popular; 

- secondary vocational schools: very rare;  

- training schools: no CLIL; 

 universities: CLIL is practically compulsory. 

 



Primary CLIL 



Lower secondary 
CLIL 



Higher econdary 
CLIL 
 
Topic: Temperature 
and molecule 
movement 
 
English level: A2.2/B1.1 

 





Secondary vocational CLIL 
 

 http://oald8.o
xfordlearners
dictionaries.c
om/dictionar
y/money 

 

 

http://oald8.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/dictionary/money
http://oald8.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/dictionary/money


CLIL and communicative competence 

 Listening – a vital input activity; 

 Speaking – fluency; 

 Reading – usually a primary source of input; 

 Writing – fixation; 

 Vocabulary – specific terminology; 

 Grammar – inductively, always in context. 

 



Problems and risks connected with CLIL 

CLIL is challenging for the teacher´s preparation: 

 searching for materials, 

 adapting authentic materials for their classes, 

 striking a balance between L1 and FL, 

 organizing lesson activities. 

 

 Other problems: 

 language proficiency of teachers of content subjects, 

 cooperation between teachers is necessary. 

 



Useful sources 
 Pokrivčáková, S. et al. (2015). CLIL in Foreign Language 

Education: e-textbook for foreign language teachers. 
Nitra: Constantine the Philosopher University. 282 s. 
ISBN 978-80-558-0889-5 

 

 http://www.klis.pf.ukf.sk/publikacie/266-clil-in-
foreign-language-education 
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art and drama, literacy, maths, 

science and environment 



Coursebooks 



Essential Art and Science 

1-6 



Essential 

Geography 

and History 1 -

6 


